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theme of peace, independent of all anti-Hitler and anti-
Fascist considerations, of peace for peace's sake, was
developed to the uttermost by eloquent orators at
Syndicalist meetings.
In the Centre, M. Pierre Etienne Flandin, who was
sufficiently eminent to rank among statesmen, had com-
mitted the blunder the year before of sending a telegram
of personal congratulations to Mr. Chamberlain, Mussolini
and Hitler after Munich.
Some telegraphist, an adherent of the Socialist or
Communist party, had communicated the substance of it
to the adversaries of M. Pierre Etienne Flandin. They
knew how to make use of it, and M. Flandin was seriously
handicapped thereby. Out of excessive prudence and
owing to the natural trend of his mind he kept silent. He
would have carved out a great success for himself if he
had made some such statement as this : " Gentlemen, I do
not, nor for that matter would you suffer me to, repudiate
the policy of withdrawal upon ourselves which I advocated.
It is no longer a matter for debate. France is at war, and
it is not her own doing that she is. My co-operation is
assured in full to those who wage it, provided that they
wage it a hundred per cent."
But something, neither the inspiration nor the force of
which I can contrive to understand, held him back. If
he had done it, how much easier would M. Daladier's task
have been ! And how many things would, perhaps, have
been changed!
In the evening following this weighty Parliamentary
sitting, whilst trains started ofi, carrying towards the
Maginot Line or to billets elsewhere, grave-faced, newly
mobilised men, who pondered over the Event which had
torn them away from their daily work: whilst along the
roads there stretched out that exodus from Paris, which
catastrophes provoke and which, moreover, had been
wisely recommended by the authorities: whilst the battle
of the iron pot and the earthenware pot grew ever more